The Huge Gap in the Sound FX Market

1. Keyword / tagging mismatch

o

o

Most sites rely on filenames or user tags.

If you search “gentle rain on metal roof,” you might get “rain on roof” or even
“heavy rain.”

There’s rarely an exact-match or nuance control.

2. Lack of intelligent sound similarity

@)

@)

If you don’t find an exact keyword match, you get random results.

There is usually no Al “sound similarity search” where you could upload or
record a short clip, and find sounds similar in tone, tempo, or texture.

3. No “build-your-own” or real-time synthesis

o

Most sites give you static downloads.
What if you want rain but slightly softer, or a dog bark with more echo?

There are almost no sites offering an online dynamic FX mixer or
parameterized sound generator.

4. No real-time “describe with words - get a sound”

o

Text-to-sound is still emerging.

You can type: “a calm forest at night with distant ow!l” and get a generated
sound.

Few libraries offer that. Some experimental Al models exist, but are not
widely integrated.

A new kind of site

We’re in the throes of building a platform with:

— Smart Al-assisted search



o Visitors type natural language: “soft footsteps on gravel at night”

e Al pulls best matches, or ranks by similarity, even if tags differ.
- “Sound similarity” upload tool

e Useruploads or records a short clip.

o Site finds closest matching sounds in database (like Shazam, but for effects).
- Customizable generator

e For many sounds (rain, wind, crowd), let users tweak parameters (volume,
distance, echo, reverb) and generate a new sound file.

e Could use procedural audio engines.
- Al text-to-sound

o Enter: “small bird chirping three times under heavy wind”

e Get synthesized audio. (Future: integrate models like AudioLDM.)
- Bundling or layering tool

e Combine rain + thunder + distant dog + wind, adjust levels, export.
- Guaranteed exact cuts

o Offer short clips precisely cut to user needs (like “exactly 2 seconds long”).

Why there remains a viable opening

e Most people today still bounce between Freedsound, Zapsplat, YouTube SFX, etc.,
hoping to find close enough.

e Nobody is truly offering a precise, intelligent, customizable solution.

e Even large libraries (BBC, Boom) still rely on old-school tags + browsing.



Short version of this opportunity

There’s a gap for an Al-powered sound FX platform that does:

e Smart semantic search (“described in natural language”)

Upload-to-find similarity

Custom generation (parameters, layering)

Fast download of exactly what visitor described or designed.



